










We begin our discussion of the multiplication and division of decimals 
with the special case in which a decimal is multiplied or divided by 10. 

Notice that taking 10 copies of a collection has the effect of replacing 
every piece in a collection by the next larger piece. As shown below, 10 
copies of the collection consisting of 2 striplets, 5 matlets, and 3 strip-
matlets is equivalent to the collection consisting of 2 units, 5 striplets 
and 3 matlets. Thus, 10 x .253 = 2.53. 

.253

10 x 2.53
=2.53
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